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Ovation’

Sooner or later, you end up
with a family.

There's a strong family feeling around
the Ovation factory that started when we
were just a small group of guitar makers.
The group is bigger now, but we still
have that common connection of the
roundback guitar that keeps us a family
unit.

Originally, the entire Ovation line
consisted of just four models — three
steel strings, including the Josh White
Model and a nylon string. As we gained
acceptance, we were able to expand the
choices until today we offer more than
fifty distinct models, each with its own
features and appeal.

This catalogue organises all those models
into “families” — multi soundhole, round
soundhole and specialty acoustics — the
same way that we do in the factory.

Each family has its resemblance and
distinctions, just like any other.

The extrovert’s of our family are the
multi soundhole instruments. The
multiple sound hole concept has become
as much an Ovation trademark as our
round back.

At the head of the family is the new all-
composite Adamas Q — the most
advanced acoustic on the planet. We
pioneered the use of carbon fibre in the
"70s and the all-new Adamas line are
prime examples of high technology
improving the guitar making art. The
Elite and Celebrity Deluxe models put the
multi soundhole concept to work on
wood-top instruments across a wide
range of features and prices.

Tradition is something not often
associated with Ovation guitars -
except in the case of its much
anticipated annual Collectors’
Edition.

The tradition started in 1982 and
continues into 1999 with another
beautiful addition, the 1999-RWB.

This year'’s model features a highly
figured Waterfall Bubinga top and
matching peghead face. To insure
consistent figuring in each guitar,
each piece of this exotic wood is
hand selected. A light transparent
red tint is added during the
finishing process to further
enhance the grain.

It's mid depth cutaway body is the
preferred size for rich tonality and
projection. That, along with a five
piece “semi-v” shaped neck, makes
it extremely comfortable to play.

The 1999 Collectors’ Edition is
equipped with Ovation’s best
electronic’s package, the Optima,
teamed with a thin line CP-100
pickup. The on-board fully
chromatic tuner provides instant
and accurate reference for any
tuning a player might need.

—
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The 15 soundholes in the upper
bout of the top are decorated
with new-design exofic woods

“epaulets” — an Ovation
trodemark. These mew [pser-cut

and hand it epaulets ore a

outiful complement to the top.
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The original Ovations had traditional
round soundholes and embody “The
Sound” that all Ovation instruments
share, with excellent balance and clear
projection. They come as works of art
with abalone inlay and hand-carved
walnut like the Custom Legend, or as
straightforward, hard-working guitars like
the Celebrity. Whichever one you choose,
it'll be pure elemental Ovation.

The third Ovation family — the Specialty
Acoustics — is defined by their differ-
ences rather than similarities. A few
years back we developed several
instruments with unigue capabilities.
These included the Viper, our chambered
solid body acoustic/electric. We've since
added a mandolin, mandocello, the

Folklore and Country Artist as well as our
annual special, the Collectors’ Edition.

The most important Ovation family, how-
ever, has thousands of members of every
shape, size, colour and style that you

can imagine. They're the growing family
of Ovation players around the world who

share a love of the guitar and a spirit
of adventure.

They're guitarists like Al DiMeola, who
redefined the limits of the acoustic
guitar. They're players like Adrian Legg,
who hasn’t yet found his own limits. And
they're artists like Melissa Etheridge,
who showed us all something about how
powerful the guitar can be. They're

The Optima electronic system has noise
specs on a par with modern recording
studio consoles (-104.3dB). Four precise
bands of eq give you pinpoint control
over your sound and the very steep
(30dB/octave) notch friter can kill
feedback one note at a time.

The 1999 Collectars” Edition features the
CP-100 pickup. a smaller and brighter
version of the 6-crystal Ovation pickup.

guitar players like you.

If you're an old member of the family,
it's good to see you again. If you're a
new member, welcome. Our doors are

always open to the family.




If you're

the term “unplugged” meant just that. If

onna play out

o JOU gOtta plug in

you wanted your guitar to be heard, you
stuck a microphone in front of it.
Responding to the needs of professionals,
we introduced the first acoustic/electric
guitars in 1971. They were an instant
success with pros and a whole new
category of instruments was created.

Nowadays, purely acoustic guitars are a
rarity on stage. Over the last two and a
half decades, we've kept Ovation in the
acoustic/electric leadership position.
Today, more than 95% of all Ovations sold
around the world are acoustic/electrics.
We've updated all Ovation electronics over
the last 5 years and now offer different
systems to suit your particular taste

and application.

Touch-sensitive preamp

You can't see one of the most
innovative features of the Elite
Parlour. The touch-sensitive pre
ampg has no extermal controfs.

You simply touch the body on
the subtle graphics to change

the volume of the tone contoured
preamp. The autput jack 15 neatly
concealed in the endgin,
preserving the vintage appeal
while delivering high technology
performance.

Optima ... tonal control and tuning accuracy

Designed for the demands of the studio and tounng, the Optima uses the

latest generation of analog electronics, with norse specs comparable to

recording studio consoles (-104.3dB). It olso features a Lo-£ balonced output
in addition to the standard Hi-Z output. This eliminates the need for o direct
box to connect to a PA. or recording console. The XLR output can olse carry
phantom power from the mixer or console.

Th

The Optima features four precise bands of eg {at 80Hz, 600Hz, 8.6kHz and
10kHz) plus a very steep (30dB/octave) notch filter that can kill feedback
one nete ot a time. So you can solve just about any on-stage protiem

[l

without changing the charocter of your sound.
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This highty accurate digital tuner provides mstant reference, even for open

or non-standard tunings, and con

other thon A4«0.

e calibrated to a keyboard or tumings

o

The Ootima is now featured on Adamas, Adamas SMT, Custom Elite, Custom
p
Legend and Mandocelle instruments.

HexFX ... beyond stereo

One of the best ways to increase the impact of acoustic guitar in five

performance 15 Lo use sterep. (vation has created a pickup and aavanced

electromics system HexFX to create a reglm of stereo effects that have
never been heard on the acoustic/electric guitar. Combining a studio-guiet

preamp and equaliser, the HexFX works its magic by taking the output of
each stning and creating a stereo field.
It all starts with a hexaphonic version af the Owation pickup (6 individual

one for each string) and six individual preamps. A CMOS switching

e wle : . F tha Apfnrk 2l m=1 1 STl i e e Hrafel
system controls the assignment of the outpuls, placing strthgs i [he stereo reld.

Different left/nght arrangements are available at the touch of a button and
there 15 even an guto panrming feature that moves t'.'!'.'[fn"liff'.n'-‘-;,' stngs Dacx ana

III'--'.'-‘EI'I Iin the stereg |I.'.‘."-I.!'-|l_ -:.'I.‘Z.'ni."”L.ll a natural '.j".-l."..l‘:.
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HexFX 15 available on select Legend models.
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Thinline Graphic EQ ... the bite of the Viper

The chambered body Viper biurs the line between acoustic ond electric.
Because of its unique construction and performance, it needed a special
electronics package — the Thinline Graphic EQ. The preamp design uses
2-pole filters that are tailored for precise response. The filters are also
parallel to the signal path, resulting in a very low noise. The push-button

volume control steps neatly out of harm's way when you don't need it.

Made with highly refioble surface-mount components, the Thinline Graphic

EQ will operate for a full 500 in-use hours between battery changes.

4« 4 4
OP-X ... the high performance four-band vt i i o
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A vanation of the Optima, the 0P-X preamp features the low noise

circuitry, four-band eg and notch filter of the Optima, without the tuner rd L 4 e ———
w1y s oy ~ tion orx
and Lo-Z output. The 0P-X is featured on Elite, Elite Bass, Folklore —_—

& Legend models.

OP-24Plus ... low noise flexibility

updated OP-24Plus features three eq bands with the ability to shift the mid band
to either o 400Kz or 1kHz centre frequency. The low and high bands are shelving
equalisers with roll-off points at 86Hz and 10kHz respectively. The OP-24Plus also
features a Pre-Shape circuit thot [ifts the bass and treble and reduces the “rumbie”
frequencies below 40Hz. The equaliser section can alse be completely removed from
the signal path with an infout switch.

For years, the Ovation OP-24 was the industry standard in acoustic/electrics. The

The OP-24Plus is featured on Mandolin, Standard Balladeer, Celebrity Deluxe and
Celebnty Deluxe Bass acoustic/electric models. A variation of the OP-24Plus —
the OP-24€ — has a built-in 'E’ tuner and is featured on Elite Standard models.

DJ-4 ... gn-stuge FEﬁﬂﬁth TREBLE MID BASS GAIN

Ovation electronics systems have always been the most copied systems in
the industry. The DJ-4 is the latest updote, with 4-slider control over out-

put. volume, bass, mid and treble bands. The DJ-4 s simple te use and
ready for any stage situation. It also includes a battery condition LED to

tell you at a glance when your battery needs replacing. The DJ-4 is
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Jeatured on (elebrity acoustic/electrics.
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Roland Ready ...

Select Ovation acoustic/electric models can be ordered with a factory installed
S LI, 3 i, |
Roland GK-2 synthesiser interface as an option. It includes the magnetic

hex pickup, synth/guitar mix controls and controller output jack.




Introduced in 1976, the Adamas is still the
most advanced acoustic guitar
ever produced.

mMas ',
amas </

I

The neck, the top, the body.
All the main components

of the Adamas Q are made
completely of carbon fibre
This makes the O both very
light and extremely strong.
The acoustic charactenstics
can be controlled by varying

the thickness :'_." the composifi

The Adamas was born out of the same ' in key areas. We've chosen f

spirit of innovation that developed the give 1t a balanced and ever

Roundback. Born in the mid '70s, it was response from the lowest

a giant stride forward in guitar : sub-harmonic to the highest

technology. Several years ago, Ovation ":"”:"]"' gL . i
peffarmance, the U 15 i a

engineers sought to make a “quantum :
\Eague of ItS own,

leap” in the art and create an Adamas
for the 21st Century — the Adamas Q.

When properly engineered, carbon fibre,
or graphite, behaves very much like
wood. The Adamas ( is made of
aerospace-grade graphite in long fibres,
designed to respond like spruce. At less
than one-third the thickness of spruce,
the Adamas soundboard responds
quicker, speaks louder and vibrates

Because the carbon fibre neck runs the length
of the instrument, there is no need for o heel
at the neck-to-body joint. String tension 1s
focused across the soundboard, increasing
the volume ond response while placing less
stress on the body.

longer.

The neck and body are also hand laid
carbon fibre, making the Q completely
unaffected by changes in temperature

and humidity. You can literally take the
Q from a steamy beach to an air-
conditioned studio without any
adjustment.

It's been over 20 years since the first
prototypes of the Adamas were seen in

public. While there have been many

The Adamas Q is built very much
improvements made over the years, the like a spacecraft or Fermula One
concept has proven itself. The Adamas is racing car. The top, neck and body
still the most advanced acoustic guitar are hand laid carbon fibre, carefully
available anywhere. placed in molds and cured n an
autoclave. The cured parts are many
times stronger than steel yet half
the weight of wood.




The carbon fibre neck is
completely unaffected by
changes in temperature and
humidity, so there is no chance
of warping or twisting. There is
also no need for a heavy steel
truss rod and reinforcement
system. For consistently smooth
playability, the select ebony
fingerboard features 24 hand-fit
and finished nickel silver frets.

The Adamas 12-string has been at the heart of Melissa
Etheridge's sound since early in her career.

The carbon fibre top and body make
the Adamas tone chamber a strong yet
extremely lightweight structure. The
top is made of two layers of carbon
fibre, each just five thousandths of an
inch thick, sandwiching a .014” poplar
core. It is also the most lightly braced
of all Ovation models. Spruce braces
run the length of the top, balancing
string pull, yet allowing maximum
vibration. The semi-parabolic body
shape reflects and enhances the sound
better than any flat back guitar.
Becouse of the strength and shape of
the body, no braces are necessary to
disturb and diffuse the sound waves.

Q181-4G uufmw/r r*r.%:é."fr




Preston Reed combines fingerstyle, slide
tapping and percussion into an inventive and
unique style. The Adamas provides an equally
unigue voice.

(7 J [ 7.
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The new Adamas SMT brings the
benefits of a carbon fibre sound-
board within the reach of many
maore musicians. The natural finish
carbon fibre top is the first thing
ywou notice about an SMT. Players
who’ve seen the prototypes
remarked that the top looks like a
very fine-grained spruce top that
has been stained black. The

|

Adamas SMT is a perfect choice
for touring musicians and anyone
who values consistent, high

1t

The composite body and carbon fibre
top make the Adamas tone chamber
a strong yet extremely lightweight
structure. The top is made of two
layers of carbon fibre, each just five
thousandths of an inch thick, on
either side of a 1/32" birch core. This
sandwich is many times stronger, yet
one-third the thickness of a spruce
top. Carbon fibres are like the fibres
in spruce — very strong in tension
and bending — and they behave very
much like spruce in the Adamas top. \
But they will never warp or absorb |
moisture, With the high stiffness-to-
weight ratio of carbon fibre, Adamas
and Adamas SMT soundboards produce
a louder and broader sound than any
other acoustic guitar yet made.

——
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| guality performance.

The Lyrachord body is shaped to
reflect ond enhance the sound better
than any flat back guitar. Because of
its strength and shape, no braces are
necessary to disturb ond diffuse the
sound waves.

The net result? The Adamas virtually
eliminates dead notes and has a
balanced response of +3dB over the
entire playing range.

6581-08 :}bn?u# éur?um/y

The Adamas body and the top are joined

with a colibrated mounting nng that frees the
top to vibrate while accentuating the high
frequencies. The top is only 50 thousandths of on
inch thick — one-third the thickness of a standard

1597-46 m:&:rux ?Pﬂ/ﬂéd’?ﬁ
spruce top and about one-half the weight.
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In addition to guiding the

technical evaluation, Charlie Kaman
play-tested all the Adamas prototypes
before the 1976 introduction.

In addition to evaluating new

Featured on all Adamas instruments, the Optima ;
soundboard materials, the Adamas

i eiectromc SysLem. /188, noise specs on a par with
modern recording studio eopsoles (-104.3d8). Four project set out to find a way to move
precise bonds aof eg give yow pinpoint :'rJ.'.'?.r.f:." over the soundhole from the highly stressed
your scund and the very steep (30d8/octave) notch area under the strings. Charlie Kaman
g faler con kill Jeggback ane Mete at a time. The felt that the bracing in a traditional
Adamas 5S¢ 7 features the CP-100"pickup, a smaller

. : guitar was too heavy and restrictive,
gad (ghter version of the B-crystal Ogtion pickup. mainly to compensate for the high stress
around the soundhole. He believed that
mare strength, with less bulk and
weight, was the key to a superior

soundboard.

In conventional guitars, much of the
bracing exists to keep the top from
caving in from string tension. The
Adamas goal was to use the strength of
carbon fibre and new soundhole
placement to provide the strength and
let the bracing transmit and enhance
the sound.

A new bracing pattern was developed
that runs along the length of the top,
parallel to the force of string tension.
The top is very stiff fore and aft, but
very flexible across the top. This results
in a soundboard that's very strong and
very responsive at the same time. Play

1681-8 ﬁgu- reverse mmémwf

an Adamas and you'll immediately feel

the difference in pure acoustic power.
Adamas colours are the most unigue

in the world of guitars.

Each top is carefully finished with o
very thin coat that adds almost no
mass to the very lightweight carbon
fibre top.

After much testing, the soundholes were
relocated to the upper bout, where there
is very little inherent stress. A pair of
prototypes were made, one with two
asymmetrical ports, the other with a

series of round soundholes of varying
size. The multiple soundhole design
edged out the asymmetrical approach

because of its extended high
frequency performance.

1687-8 ééw recerse .mrréuraf
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Four-time Guitar Player Reoders’ Poll winner,
Adrian Legg admits that “the Ovation pickup
is the only one that lets me do what 1 do.
Because of its unigue sensitivity and design,
I can use different string gauges and
tensions and still have clarity, volume and
excellent string-to-string balance.”

Elite guitars feature the Ovation 5-piece
maple and mahogany neck. The centre and
outer neck laminations are select straight
grain mahogany with alternating grain
directions for added stability. Between
these are two laminations of rock
maple which add stiffness to the
structure and brightness to the tone.

The Ovation headstock is instantly
recognisable, but its style serves a
purpose. Electric guitar manufacturers
have known for some time that straight
string pull above the nut helps keep the
instrument in tune better and longer,
especially when bending strings and

playing with modern technigues. 44: f.‘( r'Aﬁ .,.r.y£, irst i

And modern guitars that they are, Elites
have Ovation's comfortable cutaway body
and an extended reach fingerboard that
gives you easy access to every last note
on the instrument.

1858-B(B
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The 0P-X electronics system has noise specs usuailly . *W
found anly in recording studios (-104.3dB). The four
precise bands of eq (at 80Hz, 600Hz, 6.6kHz and j 4

10kHz) can contour the sound accurately for any e
playing style. The very steep (30dB/octove) notch f
filter can kill feedback one note at a time. This \'
means that it can solve feedback problems without
affecting the character of the sound.

) !
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First you notice the mother-of-pearl
headstock inlay. Look closer at the
new Custom Elite and you'll see
hundreds of pieces of abolone shell
inlaid into the top purfling. The top
itself is from our stock of AAA solid
spruce, the finest available, and is
supported with the free-vibrating
Quintad bracing pattern. The
authoritative tone is amplified by
the Ovation pickup and Optima
preamp, which features a built-in
chromatic tuner to keep you on
pitch in any tuning yeu choose. .
The Custom Elite is available in
three body depths.

CE768-GC .Vmﬁrf/ H‘HJP/ »

When you see an Elite, it's unmistakably
an Ovation. The teak, maple, padauk
and walnut "epaulets” that surround the
soundholes on the upper bout are as
unique as the round back. The multiple
soundhole concept introduced on the
revolutionary Adamas proved to work

equally well on a traditional wood top
guitar. By moving the soundhole out of
the high stress area under the strings,
the braces can be tuned to amplify and
enhance the sound rather than support
a weakened top.

But while the concept is the same, the
execution is unigue to the Elite. The
select solid spruce top is graduated in
thickness to reinforce the high and low
frequency "nodes” in the soundboard.
The result is superior dynamics like the
Adamas, but with a8 warm and woody
tone that's unmistakably Elite.

The Elite Quintad brocing pattern runs
with the grain of the top — not against
it — so it's very strong and stable but
also lets the top vibrate more freely than
traditional designs.



Pure acoustic/electric power. The Elite
Standard is the Ovation multi soundhole
design in classic simplicity. The select
solid Sitka spruce top is braced with the
same Quintad pattern as the Elite and
the soundholes are decorated with the
same exotic wood epaulets,

S%d.

F

The rosewood fingerboard is unadorned
with inlay, save for side position

markers, and the vintage V' shape of the %3 i,
neck is effortless to play. You have your ' '
choice of three cutaway bodies —
shallow, mid-depth and deep —

Elite Standard tops are et Bou o
chosen from our extensive
stock of select, air-cured
whichever fits your style. mm i::hg::rf;:ﬂ
The Elite Standard is made to be played of vibration and appear-
on stage and at the heart of its perform- ance and toper calibrated
ance is the Ovation pickup. This highly to'be both strong and

vl ol gl l s flexible. The Quintad
eveloped pickup uses six piezo elemen b W tbein ks

— one under each string — in a originally developed for
specially designed channel. This unique the Adamas and gives the
design senses both string vibration and instrument a very respon-
top vibration for a superbly accurate sive soundboard with
acoustic tone. But that's not all. Its superior longitudinal
output is in the neighbourhood of 12d8 strength.

hotter than other designs, giving you
additional headroom before feedback.

.
il
Ll The Liite Standard features a
Ej"ul' varation of the advanced OP-24Plus

— the OP-24F — with g built-in ‘E'

tuner. The 3-LED svstem flashes to

4

ou that you're shamp or flat and

wlien vou're an the maney. The
“three-and-a-half bond™ eg hos o
mid shift switch that moves the
centre frequency of the mid band
between 400Hz and 1kHz, The
0P-24E also features a Pre-Shape
curve that boosts the highs and lows
for o big sound with plenty of cut.

/Mﬂ% I'A!‘rf*hyf}”f'-‘n'!

Serious players rave about the string-to-
string balance of the Ovation pickup and
how they can change string gauges, and
even mix gauges, without the output
level problems of other systems.

6868-A5B

The Ovation pickup uses & individual piezo ”,q?’);-” 44"-
elements to keep the tone open and the
string-to-string levels in balance. Becouse
of its unique construction, it senses the
vibration of the strings and the top, not
just string pressure. So the sound is richer
and more balanced, with up to 12d8 more
output than other under-saddle designs.

Ovation necks owe their legendary stability to the patented
Kaman Bor. This precisely engineered neck reinfarcement
system features o frame cast from aircraft-grage aluminum
and an adjustable steel rod to set the proper amount c}j

“relief” in the neck. 6718-BCB AA;(‘;{ f'Ar-*J'.f‘:;{AHI‘xf
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l““ Celebrity Deluxe instruments
“t“ have their own distinctive set
T of finishes which are applied
by hand. Each guitar is a
one-of-a-kind, with its own
personality and appeal.

€C275-5 AAH:(
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Ovation electronics have been the
industry standard for over 20 years.
The OP-24Plus has been updated to
be richer, brighter and quieter with
three eq bands with the ability to
shift the mid band to either a $00Hz
or 1kHz centre frequency. It also
features a Pre-Shape circuit that lifts
the bass and treble and reduces the
“rumble” frequencies below 40Hz.

Celebrity Deluxe guitars are our most
accessible application of Adamas multi
soundhole technology. Using Ovation’s
unique Quintad bracing pattern, these
guitars have a strong voice with plenty
of punch to help your sound cut through
other instruments and vocals. This year,
a solid spruce top has been added with
the (52475-4.

Celebrity Deluxe instruments have been
upgraded with the OP-24Plus preamp,
one of our most flexible high output
electronics systems. The OP-24Plus
features high and low shelving equalisers

to control the depth and sparkle of your
sound, plus a midrange band with an
adjustable centre frequency. Set it at
400Hz and control the low end drive. Set
it at 1000Hz and control the mid punch.

Your Celebrity Deluxe plays fast and easy
thanks to the slim 'U" shaped neck

and bound rosewood fingerboard. The
neck is reinforced with both a steel truss
rod and square aluminum channel,
making it extremely resistant to warping
and twisting.




Custom Legend guitars are the highest
point of development in the original
Ovation design, Everything about these
instruments — from their AAA Sitka
spruce top to abalone inlaid ebony
fingerboard — is the best of our
craftsmanship and materials.

All this care and quality create a truly
high performance acoustic/electric
guitar. The 5-piece mahogany and maple
neck is reinforced with the patented

Kaman Bar. In addition to preventing ,f 3
warps and twists in the neck, the Kaman Al )
Bar also serves as the alignment and I{
mounting point to the Lyrachord body. ,;}4'#-.-;
The close tolerances of both the body e
and the Kaman Bar assure that the neck A Custom Legend is a visual treat as well as a sonic 3::, :
angle is accurate within half of a degree powerhouse. The straight string pull headstock design ﬁ

is enhanced with 24 karat gold plated Schaller
machines. At the other end of the strings is a hand-

and that the neck/body joint is the most J
q ih carved walnut bridge. The pinless design delivers

stable on any acoustic guitar.

The outside of the neck is made with T more torque to the top, holds better tune and
equal precision and quality. The Ovation L simplifies string changes.

" , i
sttt i e IE!!} Over 300 individual pieces of abalone
1]

shell are hand-inlaid into each
|E!|!l Custom Legend, a stunning
playing position. The bound ebony Iiiiil appearance in any finish. The
fingerboard is decorated with diamond- Tt rosette is also abalone shell in }
pattern abalone inlays and fitted with Il  the Ovation oak leaf pattern.

20 nickel silver frets. Dvation fretwork is | The Custom Legend ranks

INUAE  with the finest custom
on a par with custom built instruments 4
g L built instruments as

in both playing accuracy and Ii“ﬁ 2 & inpde OF nute
appearance. Each fret is levelled, z ‘L—JIEEEE b guitar moking art.
crowned, dressed and polished by hand : o !
and the entire fingerboard is finished \
with Danish oil.

are ergonomically designed so that your
hand falls naturally into a comfortable

¥

1769-CCB c*ﬂrr*ry :-Am*ryéumf

Only the top 5% of all our graded tops make the
way onte Custom Legend instruments. These AAA
graded tops ore the most flexible and consistent
soundboards available in Sitka spruce. The A’ bracing
pattern 15 pnmanly longitudinal, giving the top great
freedom of vibration. Combined with the round back,
i )
these Tnstruments pump out a tremendous amount of

high volume, responsive sound.
1769-5AD igh volume, responsive
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With acoustic guitars moving
centre stage 'n modem bands,
vou need sophisticated control

and low noise in your electronics.
The OP-X features extremely low
noise (-104.3d8) plus a very
steep (30dB/actave) notch filter
that can kill feedback one note at
a time, Select Legend models
feature HexFX

At Ovation, we're always on a quest to
learn and improve. Over the last 30
years of testing we've accumulated more
guitar making know-how than other

manufacturers have in the last century.
a pregmp

system that gives you a realm af
SIErS0 ¢ kLS Ehat can. incredse There's a good reason why these guitars
your stage impact like rfn::: L‘.-f.f!-er vy i e “Tiagend™ Thslke
acoustic/electnc. i 4
performance is legendary, with all of our
& & || \ best playing features. The 5-piece
=2 1717-CCB o HT."'VAIH‘M" i mahogany and maple neck is reinforced
I /) with the exclusive Kaman Bar, which
: L : NS e virtually eliminates the possibility of
; | i, / warping and twisting. The Kaman Bar
: j . also provides perfect neck alignment and

a massively strong neck/body joint.

I‘""-'-'.-I\‘-’rni—"l—-l
: 1
lir

All Legend steel strings feature our
select A grade Sitka spruce soundboards
with lightweight ‘A" bracing to give you
superior power along with a quick and
balanced response. The Ovation pinless
bridge design eliminates the need for a
heavy bridge plate under the top, so
more string vibration reaches the sound-

LilisR0NEEEEOEE:

One of the most highly praised Ovation features
is the outstanding fretwork. Legend guitars have
select ebony fingerboards, bound with ivoroid
ond fitted with 20 nickel silver frets. After the
frets are installed, they are levelled to within
002", Using special files, the frets are
re-crowned to restore the original profile and

to centre the point of string contact on the
fret. After re-crowning, the frets are polished in
four stages, beginning with 220-grit emery and
ending with 000 steel wool and Danish oil.

i

board. The design also transmits more
torque from string tension to the top,
giving you a stronger response and
better sustain.

Legend guitars are available in three
body depths — deep 5-3/4", mid 5-
1/4", and shallow 4-1/16". The Legend

] ' allows you to choose a body resonance
Many guitar makers simply taper the ends

of the frets down to the fingerboard,
which adversely effects the action of the

that suits your style. If you typically
play in intimate settings, the deep bowl

1866-4 nuﬁnw/

fow and high ‘E’ strings. Ovation frets are
carefully rounded at either end to close
tolerances and dressed for the best action
across all six strings.

will give you full and deep lows. If you
play larger venues, a shallow body will
give you additional headroom.
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Celebrity guitars have
always been available
in a wide variety of
finishes. This year,
these include a deep
Ruby Red and warm
Honey Burst in addition
to Natural and Black.

(C153-4 nuﬁn‘u/
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The benefits of playing a roundback are
now within everyone’s reach. Celebrity

models have an entry level price, but are
far from entry level instruments. Using
the same Lyrachord body as top-of-the-

line Ovations, the Celebrity delivers the
distinctive Ovation sound clear and true.
The K-3 bracing pattern is designed to
maximise the performance of the spruce
top, giving you a sound that’s big and
clear with plenty of punch and
projection.

The slim electric-style neck is easy to
play with 20 hand-finished nickel
silver frets and low factory-set action.
Available with deep, mid-depth and
shallow bodies, in acoustic and

Celebrity models include bass, nylon string and
acoustic/electric 6-strings. The new Trekker is a
go-anywhere instrument with a short scale and
compact roundback body. It’s a willing travel
companion that's ready for the backpack or acoustic/electric models, there’s a
airline overhead. Celebrity to satisfy just about any taste.

Dazzling finishes have always been a
hallmark of Celebrity guitars. This year,
there’s even a mahogany top Celebrity in
the shallow body style.

For a beautifully balanced tone and a
gorgeous finish, there’s no better
selection than a Celebrity.

FLbbbi®

£

Ovation electronics systems have always
been the most copied systems in the
industry. The new DJ-4 is the lotest updated
version of our most copied system. With §-
slider control over output volume, bass, mid
and treble bands, the DJ-4 is simple to use
and ready for any stage situation. It also
includes a battery condition LED to tell you
at a glance when your battery needs
replacing.

(C174-5 Aén'é
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Before we made our
first production
Ovation, we made
hundreds of proto-
types, and learned
o great deol in the
process. To this day
we conduct sonic
tests (a bit more
sophisticated than
tiis one) on all our
new models.

In the fall of 1966, a folk group named
the Balladeers played a small festival in
Connecticut. They were playing some

different-looking guitars made by an
aerospace company in the area. When
they finished their set, they received a
standing ovation. This small event was
the inspiration for the name of the
company and their first model of guitar.

Over three decades later, the Balladeer
still figures prominently in Ovation
history. The updated Standard Balladeer
is the best-selling USA-made Ovation and
the most straightforward Roundback we
make.

The Standard Balladeer has all the
Ovation playing features — a solid Sitka
spruce top, Kaman Bar reinforced neck
and Ovation detailed fret job — in an
instrument that's packed with value,

All Ovation USA-made soundboards

are Sitka spruce from the Pacific
Northwest and Alaska. The raw lumber is
quarter-sawn and air-dried at our New
Hartford, Connecticut factory until it’s
ready to be bookmatched into guitar
tops. We then grade the spruce for
flexibility, tightness of grain and
appearance, and select the best pieces
for Ovation guitars. When a piece fails to
make the cut (so to speak) for sound-
boards, we use it for a non-critical

application or discard it. Only the best

of the best ends up as an Ovation
soundboard.

Two pleces of mohogany, set
with the grain fn opposing
directions, make the néck
naturnily stoble. The Koman
Bar reinforcement makes the
neck virtually unwarpable
and provides a precise and
solid joint with the body.
The rosewood fingerboard is
radiused 107 and features
20 hond fimished frets.

1763-4 m:bnwf
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Specialty

In 1967, blues legend
Josh White asked us to
widen the fingerboard
at the nut to make
fingerpicking easier. His
idea lives on today in

Acoustic * ! has

With all the acoustic guitar brands
available today, you'd think that there
would be lots of different choices. Fact

These Ovation acoustic/electrics are is, Ovation is the only guitar maker to

certainly special. The Ovation £ - . :

%F p : 4 N | i offer something really different — and
Mandolin is built from our best . -l ‘
materials and features a special Uil special.

version of the OP-24Plus
electronics. The Ovation Mondocello
truly sings. With lighter gauge

strings it's an octove mandolin.
With heavy strings it’s almost o
double-string bass.

The Ovation Mandolin, is the first
mandolin designed from scratch as an
acoustic/electric. Unplugged, it has a
rich, throaty tone with plenty of punch.
The most recent addition is the
mandolin’s big brother, the Ovation
Mandocello. Its mandolin-style tuning
(4 pairs of strings tuned in 5ths) and
almost-guitar-length scale give the

sound surprising breadth and power.
If you're an experimenter, you'll like
this one.

The steel string Folklore is designed

specifically for fingerpickers and has a
slim neck profile that will improve just
about anyone's technique. The 1-7/8"
neck width (at the nut) is slightly wider
than a steel string and a bit narrower
iy g than a classic.

6774-4 Hm":f_c‘r'rr/
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Because of its unique construction and
performance, the Viper deserves a
special electronics pockoge — the
Thinline Graphic EQ. The preamp design
uses 2-pole filters that are tailored for
precise response. The filters are also
parallel to the signal path, resulting
in a very low noise. The push-button
volume control steps neatly out of
harm’s way when you don't need it.

As the guitar evolves, it's getting harder
and harder to define the line between
acoustic and electric instruments. And as
acoustic guitar sounds become more
widespread in popular music, players are
looking for better performing
acoustic/electrics to use on stage.

The Viper nearly erases the line between
acoustic and electric. It's thin, like an
electric, but the chambered mahogany
body, solid Sitka spruce top and Ovation
pickup give it the character and tone of
an acoustic. And with its vintage V'
neck shape and 16 frets clear of the
body the Viper plays as easy as any elec-
tric. The neck fits comfortably into your
hand and the satin wiping oil finish
gives the neck a slick, lubricated feel.

Introduced as a 6-string, the Viper
family now includes a versatile nylon
string with a 1-7/8" wide neck and 14
frets clear of the body.

The Ovation line also includes full-scale
acoustic/electric basses in both round
soundhole and multi soundhole models.
The roundback body gives these basses
superior presence and pitch focus

without the tubby and lifeless sound of
other acoustic basses.

Even though the Viger's body is
just over 2” deep, the sound is
fat and rich. The solid mahogany
body is chambered, with about
two-thirds of the area under the
solid Sitka spruce top carved into
a resonance-tuned soundbox. The
area under the bridge is left
solid to eliminate feedback, even
at stadium volume [evels.

EAGE-4 mrﬁu-”/

Viper/Bass

L gaEEm™

EA63-4 um’u;w/



The Elite basses feature
Koman Bar reinforced
mahogany necks and Quintad
braced solid Sitka spruce
tops. This combination gives
them a strong and direct
attack with a very warm and
woody sustain. The special
design Ovation pickup and
OP-X electronics give you
complete control over your
tone from deep and warm to
bright and punchy.

B5768-4 Hnﬁu'n/
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%/ﬁ/)é Soundhole Guitars

A&:Es 6'5;?"9 deep 46 “':::E;hm carbon fibre ebiony = 24 s:l: . =
Mo Su1 [Gsting | misepth | so4ms | Seitortons | maiejmanogany| o™ | = | %] goa | e | xipios
Adamas SMT G-string mid-depth -4 unidirectional S-pt. ebony : %4 24K Optima 4" Hi-2

6591 ac/el cutaway round s/hole | carbon fibre | maple/mahogany gold XLR Lo-Z
e || e ibon fhre | maplaacnoginy | 0 26| G | 90tima | xig (o
ﬁﬁﬂ;;‘lii ﬁ::;:rg l:udtilﬂiay -5,-08 catrlla::}l: rl:gre mapl&?:jb:::l;ogany ebony el B ::I::El Gptima Jlif]jﬂ El:i

A;:;g;s n;r:'l:q deep -8 carbon fibre walnut walnut maple | 24 | 24K gold | Optima XL1k :1’?,

A;Iga;lgs ﬁa??e?g r:udt:-fay -2 carhon fibre walnut walnut maple | 24 | 24K gold | Optima ;C; :j;;

il e - carbon fbre | (o oteoinogany | Wt | maple | 22 | 24K gold | Optima | g (7
M:zz: i E‘:’:ETQ deep -8 carbon fbre mapii:l_npa?'mgaﬂy walnut maple | 22 | 24K gold | Optima ;t; E:%
:EEE Ha-: _T'Zlnq Jttl:.laiﬁlé' o E1f:1 :;!;lriuljzre rr'&pl{";-l::gl-m-tjan.y losewaod:| maple |-of gou e e =g
‘IEE;; E:éir;g ::?;L?:;r 25 5:'::; !'.sc:::ce maPtE?;!p;t;DElﬂnF ionigead Soooll] o o e ol
1”?”?93 E‘n‘f_r:-r;g FIJTH-.I;:EH" Hisbhk Sif'-c': 1?Ji'ls-:u '*-aplei;ﬁ;r;m]any e I goid HexFR: 11 .1 T:T:;:-
‘lE‘l.l'i:; ﬁ.a?.i?g con -é-TéFt Si?k‘:\ ﬁlri:te maplejﬁi;nuany Rosiwood | maple |22 ] gold OP-X | 14" Hi-Z
(usé;guﬁght-: h;{_’r:'l“] f::.;; -BCR E:ti":‘ ;':I-Jrlllji-" mapi{'_?lrnpa{r:lugaﬂy ebony | abalone | 22 rE?rlldm 4 | Optima ;{LI%{. Eé
[usé:?ﬁglite ﬁJaS{thg cu[::ﬂ]ay BL, W8 Sit:.: ::rliie maple?ﬁ;l;ngany woedy: | ateiene | 22 pg:rifu{id Optima ;:ET: ::E

{ lf‘-E-EI;I‘?;“TP h:[\t:.il:;lq -.L.:;Tt.;.;:a'-,- Bee S::]:: f;:"-;'—je III.-][J|Q_?IIE:|'-|G{.]:|H|,I ebony abatone: | :22 pgglllft:d Optima }{LE E[-..:;
Elimﬁit;;da'd E:ct;rlng ;:;Ll:; A58 Sitk:ﬂ ;';, e mai‘clsgta-my rosewoed “':'J';;Dt 22 | nickel | OP-24E | %a" Hi-Z
EtiteE?:;;dard ﬁ;?;z:g tudti':fay -BCE Sitkﬁgim:e maii‘cf;;ny i sii‘:ﬂgﬂt 2 mickel | OP-24E | Y™ HiZ
f"‘;."?hé;:[;ﬁl;"*l”w r"';:r;;rg W:_T[ :‘:Llh -H, -RR spruce nmzr‘;tf-:;.-srn,- rosewnod d1::1:ﬁr‘d 23 goid OP-24+ | Vs Hi-Z
cacy b [ sy | matemn [ [ it | o prent | gl [ 3| s [onate [
LE{EhEEt;;;?lUW ':"ﬂ‘:";TEI ;J.ljl:al!f:-;.- :1' 'isé spruce ;rl-.:;r;j, rasewood di:;z o 23 gold OP-24+ | Va" Hi-Z




o ite el external battery access
Ovation-design pickup

ut bri
walnut bridge 14-fret neck/body joint

walnut peghead face
Kaman Bar® reinforced neck?

celcon nut®

10" radius fingerboard 1t0e” (42mm)

Quintad bracing

i
Fd

scale length: 25147 (64 1mm)

overall length: 40%4" 6-string; 43%1s" 12-string
/

rd
i

‘Adamas guitars feature 3 bone nut. Celebrity Deluwe models feature an
1 Adamas SMT and Celebrity Deliuxe models feature the (P-100 pickup.

ivoroid nut.
I (elebrity Deluxe models feature an adjustable steel truss rod. “Twelve-string models have a T74"(48mm) nut width.

Most Ovation guitars in the multi soundhole family have similar specifications. Those and a few of the general options are
indicated on the drawing above. We are always making improvements and some specifications may change without notice.

adamas mdmm

2 4G(0Q) 4G(SMT) 5
red reverse natural natural black
sunburst graphite graphite

B 0B
blue reverse opaque
sunburst burgundy

elite f.'f.!/(ﬂﬂr.i‘

1 4 BCB CGB GC WEBX
sunburst natural

black cadillac guilted koa waterfall
cherryburst greenburst maple bubinga

celebrity deluxe mdmrs

Ovation fimshes are hand

] the most up-to-date and

Chn Since Oul
. :‘:5 A " - we instruments are fimished by
natural antique honey mahogany wineburst RIS S TS0, 8y
sunburst stain ndividual craftspeople the actual
) and shading will
nstrument to
instrument and may not be ar

exact match to the samptes 1n th

cataloque.
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Soundhole Guitars

Cust, Legend | 6-5tring deep AAA solid 24K gold/| Owation : b4 Hi-Z
1769-AD | ac/el cutaway -5AD Sitka spruce | shony. | avatone: | 8007 riad | abatons | TPE®R] p o
Cust. Legend | 6-5tring deep AAA solid P Lok . n | 24K gold/| Ovation T 4" Hi-Z
1769 ac/el cutaway AR Sitka spruce = Ry aing: | = pearloid abaione Optima XLR Lo-I
Cust. Legend | 6-string shallow AAA solid 24K gold/| Owation : W™ Hi-Z
1869 ac/el cutaway - Sitka spruce ” i S Bl L pearloid | abalone Optima | yip Lo-Z
Legend 12-string shallow o A solid . Fiscan : el [l Ovation AD-Y -
1866 ac/el cutaway-12 s Sitka spruce fiz | ebom phite | @0 | comme pearlaid K Sl
Legend B-string shallow A solid : Ovation 3 b
1867 ac/el cutaway B Sitka spruce R NGy i R ] pearloid BEk i i
Leaend fi-string mid-depth v .t A solid el | ; - e Ovation y o
1777 ac/el cutaway 4,-(CB Sitka spruce A ebory white =0 chrome pearloid OF-X L
tegend | 6-string -4,-CCB A solid ; Dvation ; Va® Hi-
1717 | acsel B |cawe]| e | M | 00 | w20 ] coeme | ool | 9N | TR
Legend 12-string shallow & A solud A . ; hite q . Ovation - 5" mona
1866-4HFX o Sibaiards Sitka spruce 12 ebony white 20 chrome pearloid HexFX e
Legend f-string shallow 4 A solid o it Ovation Ia" mona
1867-4HFX | ac/el cutaway Sitka spruce A ebany white 20. | ‘chrome pearloid HexFX 1 4" steren
5td, Balladeer | 6-string shallow -4, solid e T . o Hadnsr : 1" Hi-2
1861 ey cutaway CCR SHK Soriace A tosewod white 20 chrome Balladesr | OP-244 Hi-Z
Std. Balladeer | 6-string -4 solid : s e
1711 stk deep Sitka spruce A | rosewood | white 20 | chrome | Balladeer | DP-24+ | "a" Hi-I
Std. Balladeer| nylan deep y AAA solid ; side dot i gold/ Ovation 5. T
1763 ac/el cutaway g cedar Fan Sy anly = peartoid pearloid Ll FiE
5td. Balladeer | 6-string mid -G solid : o
1771 ac el cutaway Sitka spruce A | rosewood | white 20 | chrome | Balladegr | OP-24+ 4" Hi-Z
Lelebnty B-5tring shallow -4,-5.-AB s . dot/ ; N BT .y "
157 ac/el cutaway -B.-HB,-M e A sEmn | o | 2H chrome Celebrity | OP-24+ | Va™ Hi-Z
EE?;} E;y ﬁ;s:c;ergg "L‘:{::E;h -P spruce A | rosewpod di:::tg it 20 | chrome | Celebrity | OP-24+ | '4" Hi-Z
Celebnty f-5tring mid-depth .y = ST dot/ 0 i b : 1
[S1485 ac,el cutaway i S0l s A | rosewood | .omand | 2 chrome | Celebrity | OP-26+ | 14" Hi-Z
[E?f:;y HQS,EF deep -4, -5 spruce A& | rosewood diE:]::{nﬂ 20 | chrome | Celebrity |OP-24+ | 4" Hi-Z
LEET 6 oy e ] ER_:ih ki A | werwnag r:ifit::.nﬂ 20 | chrome | Celebrity | OP-24+ | Va* Hi-Z
Celebrity nytan shallow : side dot gold, £ ETE
(153 ac/el Ay 4 spruce A | rosewood onty 19 pearloid Celebrity | OP-24+ | V4" Hi-Z
Celet. Trekker | 6-string i s L ( diot/ |
CCoiz a0 mini CA 1.-4 SOTUCe V=X | rosewood aina 20 chrome Trekker

The model and feature names used in this catalogue are trademarks of Kaman Music Carp. They are: Adamas, Balladeer, Celebrity, Collectors'

Edition, Country Artist, Elite, Folklore, HexFX, Kaman Bar, Legend, LongNeck, Lyrachord, Optima, Ovation, Quintad, Roundback, and Viper.




custom legend mésvurs

legend c.'ﬂd?ur.i'

1 4 5 cCB 4 CCB
sunburst natural black cherry natural cherry
cherryburst cherryburst
standard balladeerf'ﬁﬁuuw
4 cCe (G
natural cherry cadillac
cherryburst green
celebni ty{'ﬂé}urs
1 4 5 AB HE M P
sunburst natural black autumn burst  honey burst mahogany plum burst
vation fiimishes are hand applied using the most up-to-date and environmentally-sate paints,
stains and techmiques. Since our instruments are fimshed by individual craftspeople, the
RR RRE actual colour intensity and shading will vary slightly from instrument to instrument and may
ruby red ruby redburst not be an exact match to the samples 1n this catalogue.
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«>
walnut peghead P S g0 tuners’

' EA63 has gold tuners with
pearloid buttons.

1 # EAG3 nylon string features

1 | an adjustable steel truss rod.

i YEAS3 nylon string has 3

Kaman Bar~ M fat fingerboard,
reinforced neck? —— HH!I
Hin

celeon nut I”l

H:u ebony fingerboard
10" fingerboard I

radius® - glace

mahogany/maple
neck

Thinline
Graphic EQ

Gvat;?:ﬁ;mgn = ' All Ovation Vipers have a chambered mahogany body

and either a spruce or cedar tonewood top (EA63).
The common features and dimensions are listed

external battery on the drawing on the left.
daCCESS

Elite 4-string | deep i AA solid 15 Ovation | 24 fret 118" . 0P-X
B768 acfel | cutaway G Sitka spruce Quintad multi ebony maple 40mm Oyation

Elite 5-string deep ! AA solid 15 Ovation | 24 fret 154" Ovati 0P-X
B5768 ac/el | cutaway “ | sitka spruce S multi ebony e &dmi st

15 Ovation | 22 fret dot/ 134"
multi rosewood | diamond | d4mm

4" dia. 21 fret whitedot/ | 1'/"
round rosewaod | diamond L£2mm

Celebrity Dx. | 5-string | deep
€275 | acjel | cutawsy | spruce | Quintad

Celebrity | 4-string | deep &
CC174 ac/el cutaway

CPano 0P-26+

spruce A CP400 OP-24+

external battery
ACCess walnut peghead

> | 10" fingerboard radius face
g == : .. mahogany neck! I

celcon nut? ! Celebrity and Celebrity

Deluxe basses feature
a 2-piece nato neck,

i ] L1 e ramy W o 1o — I ¥ i
walnut bl’idg& } W . ' &2 = - —==--"-i"__ I:Ellhﬂt}' and Celebrity

ivoroid nut.
4 Celebrity bass has
chrome tuners.
4 Celebrity and Celebrity
scale length: 34" (B64mm) Deluxe basses feature an
adjustable steel truss md.

e - T Deluxe basses have an

Kaman Bar reinforced neck® gold tuners’




>

gold tuners’ ——— = - walnut peghead
4 face
o * Mandolin tuners have ja %
an 0 tn !S. R A S iilli celcon nut

“MM63 features a carbon

fibre reinforced neck, !
¥ Mandocellos have Optima Preamp. ||| = »
* Mandolins have a 7" !:l F"‘mdn Bar
fingerboard radius. i} reinforced neck’
2
§
- 5-piece
10" fingerboard ¥ mahogany,/maple
radius® ' neck
[ ]
ac/el -4, solid 1¥is" 137" external battery .
e mandolin | -CCB | Sitka spruce | 30mm I (T access H
MCM ac;el : _AA solid 1114s" 251"
e mandocello o Sitka spruce | 42mm ebony 64 1mm

OP-24+ preamp*

Quintad i — walnut bridge
bracing

Y

Ovation-design
pickup

ecla A’y

‘99 Collectors’ | 6-string | mid-depth | Figured . 1tlhe" | 2514° 15 ovation .
1999 actel” | cutaway |78 | pubings |90 | onm | Sa1mm | 24| T mukel ebony | -ebony | CP100 | Optima

Folklore 6-string | mid-depth | A solid " 17a | 254" 37" dia. : ¥
6774 ac/el cutaway “ | sitka spruce ur o | 641mm | round wabiik tony, [Dvation | GPX
Elite Parlour | 6-string - A solid ; Vilfs" | 2904" 20 avation
PPGE-X ac/el pariour 4 Sitka spruce Quintad &2amn | 841mm 14 it ebany ebony CP100 113

1999 Collectors’ Folklore Parlour

Overall Length 41%/s" Owverall Length Overall Length 40%/"
Body Depth 51 /" Body Depth Body Depth 514"
Body Length 207 /16" Body Length Body Length 205 /="
Upper Bout 110" Upper Bout Upper Bout 10"
Waist 10Y/s" Waist Wanst 821 /5"
Lower Bout 157" Lower Bout Lower Bout 137/4"

These quitars defy categorisation, particularly in their dimensions. In lieu of
drawings, here are the dimension charts that describe these instruments.




Ovation

Visit the Ovation Website on: www.KamanMusic.com

& F
rq‘m., w‘ﬁ
Exclusive trade distributors for U.K. & Eire:

JOHN HORNBY SKEWES & CO. LTD.,
Salem House, Parkinson Approach, Garforth, Leeds LS25 2HR.

1999 JHS & (0. LTD. Specifications are subject to change without prior notice.
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